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Photo School Fundamentals is the photography book for beginners and advanced photographers alike, giving very basic steps, challenges and reviews of some of Michael Freeman's real students in the book. The exercises are valuable for those just learning, as well as for those in the game for a while and may have forgotten a point or two.

It also just makes for great reading if you aren't into photography but are maybe interested in learning about composition or lighting.

Learning how to see is just as important as what we see. That is a tool, a skill, a talent, an ability that we all could expand from time to time. Not in the literal sense (making our vision more than 20/20), but being more aware of what is in the world and our lives.

Technically this comes under 'Composition.' As a former portrait photographer it was my job to make sure (especially in a group) all the hair, the clothes, the shoes, etc. were just right, and no piece of bubble gum was left to be chomping at the critical moment.

Michael Freeman starts off Composition with 'Pick Your Subject.' A good lesson for all of us to learn. In this prime time of 'point and shoot' how many pictures generally taken are looked at after the fact with an 'oops' I didn't see that in the background. The digital age has made it so affordable to take so many pictures – do people really look / study / consider what they are taking. Or why?

This book is a great book to get in to the basics of photography – with 'assignments' like texture and pattern – just as I had in my photography courses at college – without the pricey tuition.

It is an easy read; covers just about everything. (Will get to my gripes later) and offers access to a companion website.
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I will be honest I haven't worked with the website much yet, so I cannot make a comment other than it looks amazing.

With each 'Assignment / Lesson' Michael Freeman has a Challenge and a Review – and he gives honest feedback to his students. Which when you get to the HDR – I got the feeling he was wondering how they got the results they did. So he is willing to ask his students questions as well as teach. Michael Freeman has written over 40 books and is a well-known photographer.

I have to admit I am looking forward to one of the Challenges, that of stitching a panorama together. I have had a notion of how to do a really big one – so I am going to give it a try. Haven't flown it by my husband yet – I know he is going to tell me the software doesn't work that way.

Back to the book. I used to shoot film – and for the life of me for some reason ISO in digital from time to time trips me up. Michael Freeman’s has a very clear, easy to read and understand language – that hopefully I will remember better. We will see.

So to my gripes. Or I suppose I should say Cons. My biggest is this... But first I am going to give a direct quote from Freeman about this book :

“This book teaches the fundamentals of photography in a foundational course before moving on to teach specialist areas. The goal is not only to instruct and educate, but also to motivate and inspire,” said Freeman. “To that end, many of the topics will be punctuated by a challenge to get out and shoot in a specific scenario, practicing the skills that were covered along the way.”

My biggest grip is that the Index is very – lacking. For a book teaching fundamentals, with the goal to instruct and educate with “many of the topics - to have an Index that is not really even 3 pages long – well, falls short and flat. Which is unfortunate. To be a teaching book as well as a good reference for advanced photographers (or for those that keep the book for later on) Big disappointment.

My other gripe and maybe I missed it – I could have. No lesson on resizing which may have people scratching their heads. But I know it has been an issue – especially with the web. That and the nitpick that the page number could have been in bold to find them better.

But in the end, overall – Michael Freeman delivered once again. The student profiles he included are interesting and helpful as well. Inspires all of us that we each can start photography from somewhere and continue or begin brand new.

So Kudos.

This title is available from the publisher, Focal Press

(www.focalpress.com) and lists for $39.95...but you also get your user group member discount of 40%. It is also available on Amazon.com for $27.95.
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